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BOOK NOTICES 



Progressive Religious Thought in America. 
By John Wright Buckham. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin., ioio. Pp. ix+352. 

$2.25. 

Professor Buckham of the Pacific School of 
Religion is admirably qualified by training and 
temper to appraise the movement of progressive 
religious thought in America as it has been 
represented in the churches perpetuating the 
spirit of the Pilgrim Fathers. He has chosen 
the tercentenary of the settlement of Plymouth 
appropriately for the publication of his study. 
Horace Bushnell and the Liberators are first 
considered. The estimate of Bushnell is dis- 
criminating. Then follows a careful study of 
the work of Theodore T. Munger and George 
A. Gordon. The latter is estimated very highly 
by the author as a theologian; the justification 
of his judgment can be given only by time. 
Two chapters on two distinguished professors 
of Andover Seminary, William J. Tucker and 
Egbert C. Smyth follow. They are excellent. 
The chapter devoted to the work of Washington 
Gladden is related closely to the one on the 
work of Dr. Tucker. A study of the work of 
Newman Smyth follows. The book concludes 
with a discerning essay of "The Future of 
Theology in America." Dr. Buckham dis- 
plays his characteristic interest in the mystical 
aspect of religion and theology. We are left 
with a new confidence in the vitality and worth 
of theology and in the spirit of fearless search 
for truth in the realm of Christian experience. 



Public Opinion and Theology. By Francis 
John McConnell. New York: Abingdon 
Press, 1920. Pp. 239. $r.5o. 

These are the Earl Lectures delivered at 
the Pacific School of Religion in 1920. Bishop 
McConnell takes up the important question 
of the bearing of popular will upon theology 
in a day when we seem to have lodged all au- 
thority of a binding sort in democratic opinion. 
After an interesting introductory chapter he 
shows in six chapters what real gains accrue to 
theology from public opinion in reference to 
God, man, the Kingdom of God, salvation, and 
the Christian life. He keeps far from the 
technical language of the schools and the terms 
used above are not the captions of his interesting 
chapters. Salvation is discussed in a chapter 
entitled "Provision for Rescue," a much more 
attractive heading. The second part of the 
book considers some of the steadying factors 
in the present situation, the last two of which 
are the modern views of Jesus and the Christ- 



like God. This is a fresh theme, strongly 
handled. Bishop McConnell says that the 
influence of the congregation itself upon preach- 
ing never has been adequately expounded. This 
is perfectly true. Nor has the whole popular 
spirit in its influence upon theology been 
expounded elsewhere, so far as we know, with 
such insight and logical setting forth as in 
these lectures. 



What Is the Kingdom of Heaven? By A. 
Clutton-Brock. New York: Scribner, 1920. 
Pp. 152. 

This study of the ideal of the Kingdom of 
Heaven as it was defined by Jesus and has been 
supremely neglected — so the author thinks — by 
the Christian people, is entirely unconventional 
in method. There are five chapters. The 
first sets forth the failure of faith in the modern 
man and insists that Christ's doctrine of the 
Kingdom of Heaven furnishes a belief that will 
not fail. Here is an illustration of the quite 
fearless method of the writer: 

"It is vain to say that the war was all the 
fault of the Germans. If they are a criminal 
nation, they are a part of our European society; 
and a society cannot wash its hands of its 
criminals; they are the failures of the society in 
which they exist. The Germans have acted 
upon theories which our whole society produced, 
and in which, before the war, it took a pride. 
They have believed that the struggle for life is 
the whole of life, and so has our whole society. 
We have all talked nonsense, and they have 
practised it; that is the difference between us. 
The Criminal is always he who practises the 
nonsense talked by the respectable." 

The second chapter sets forth the doctrine 
of the Kingdom as Christ taught it. The third 
with keen insight defines the logic of the King- 
dom. The fourth chapter shows the relation 
of the Kingdom to politics; the fifth discusses 
its relation to the individual. The author 
speaks of the doctrine of the Kingdom as a 
dogma, which, he says, "ought to be the dogma 
of the church, and the main dogma for every 
individual member of it." He feels that 
"between the Athanasian creed and talk about 
the Blood of Jesus, the doctrine of the Kingdom 
has been almost lost." With an almost furious 
scorn for the failure of the church, as he con- 
ceives it, he calls all Christians to make the 
Kingdom of Heaven a reality in all the relations 
of the new world which must be created out of 
the ruins of civilization that remain from the 
Great War. It is a passionate and beautiful 
treatment of Jesus and his chief doctrine, 
bearing the mark of the artist and the prophet. 
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